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Yesterday, we looked at writing in the past tense. Today, we will be using 
fronted adverbials of time, place and manner.

FEATURES
• First person – when the writer speaks about himself (I, my, me, us, we)

• Past tense – the event has already taken place

• Fronted adverbials – time, place and manner

• Chronological order – dates/times

• Expanded noun phrases - adjectives  

• Thoughts and feelings – emotions/ 5 senses 

• ____________________________________________________



RECALL: Change the present tense verb below into the past tense. Then write a sentence using it.

1. talk                _________________________________________________________________________

2. walk               _________________________________________________________________________

3. eat                 ________________________________________________________________________

4. sleep              ________________________________________________________________________



What are adverbs?

Basically, most adverbs tell you how, in what way, 
when, where, and to what extent something is done.

In other words, they describe the manner, place, 
or time of an action. ... (tomorrow is an adverb of 
time.)



Fronted adverbials of time

We have used fronted adverbials before when writing a diary 
entry about Ernest Shackleton, Nellie Bly and Narnia.

Adverbs of time  tell us when an event takes place. It can be 
used in the past, present and future tense.

Examples

Yesterday, was the first day of the holidays.
Today, is the first day of the summer holidays.
Tomorrow, will be the first day of the holidays.

Did you notice that the tense has changed too?



Complete the sentences below using fronted adverbials of time, first person and past tense. One has been 
done for you. 

Write  your sentences in your book.

Adverb of time First person

(I, we, us, our)

Action in past tense

This morning, I saw a giant, golden tiger hiding in the tall grass

Later on,

Last year,

At 3:30pm,





Complete the sentences below using fronted adverbials of place, first person and past tense. One has been 
done for you. 

Write  your sentences in your book.

Adverb of place First person

(I, we, us, our)

Action in past tense

Above me, I heard the howling monkeys jump from branch to branch.

Across the 
river,

we

Deep inside the 
jungle,

our

In the distance,



Dear Diary

Today, we completed six miles. The rainforest was thick with magnificent 
trees, with leaves as big as a table!  Even though we were tired, I felt excited 
about the thought of being the first person to achieve this! Nothing is 
impossible…right

The forest floor was covered with army ants. They crawled inside my woollen 
socks and shoes. In the distance, we saw some unusual shapes moving in 
between the emergent layer. Maybe they could smell our food? I need to 
make sure it’s tightly wrapped up before we set off.

Tomorrow, I will need to complete at least 10 miles if I we’re going to finish 
our walk. I’ve checked the map, our equipment and drinking water.
We’ll set off at sunrise.

This is Ed’s diary entry. Copy it carefully. Then underline the sentences that show: 
• First person
• Adverbs of time and place
• Past tense
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


