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Features of a 

diary extract. 
LO: There is evidence of my 

point of view in my writing 

Putting it all together! 
 



 
KEY FEATURES LIST –  
 
 
• Write in first person – (I, me, we, us) 

 
• Past tense – ed, was, went, drove 

 
• Chronological order – time ordered 

 
• Expanded noun phrases – (adjective strings) 

 
• Thoughts and feelings – I felt nervous… I thought we’d… 

 
• Contractions – can’t, won’t, didn’t, wouldn’t. 
   



 

 

 

 

Today, you will  write  paragraph 2 or  (page two of your diary entry) 
 
 
Yesterday, you  have already chosen to be a scientist or an adventurer. 
 

• You are a :  scientist, who will carry out an experiment on plants. 
 
 

• You are an : adventurer, like Ed Stafford, who walked the Amazon River. 

 



If you are a scientist. What amazing things did you 
find in the rainforest? 

Here are some examples for you… 
 
 
1. You have found a rare plant that you think will 

help to cure cancer. Describe it’s colour, size and 
smell. 
 

2. You  discovered an unusual insect but don’t know 
what it is. – Describe it. 
 

3. You have recorded the number of ant colonies. 
You notice that their numbers are decreasing. 
Why? 
 



You are an adventurer. What amazing things did you see or 
discover in the rainforest? 

Here are some examples for you.  Choose one or two 
to write about. 
 

 
1. You have found an ancient object. Describe it. How 

does it make you feel? What will you do with it? 
 

2. You  discovered an unusual temple. – Did you go 
inside? What did you see? What might have lived 
inside of it? 
 

3. Your food has run out. What did you eat today? 
Where did you sleep? How are you feeling  about 
living in the jungle? 



Here  is an example of my diary entry.  I am an adventurer. 
_____________________________________________________ 
Day 14 – 30th March 2013 
 
Dear Diary, 
 
Today has been exhausting! The temperature in the forest reached 40 
degrees. My clothes were soaked in sweat and we have no fresh water! 
 
When we sat down, I noticed something glistening amongst the wet and 
mouldy leaves. When I examined it, I saw that it was made  of gold.  It 
was small but very heavy.  I need to keep it safe. 
 
No breakfast this morning!  We caught and ate a green and yellow 
spotted fish. At first, I didn’t want to eat it but my tummy had rumbled 
all day and I knew I would not have the energy to continue. 
 
Tomorrow, we  must look  and find fresh water. If we don’t, we won’t 
survive! 
 
Look at slides 3 for the features and slides 5 & 6 for examples. 



Follow the steps below very carefully! 
 
TASK 
 
1. You are a Scientist or an Adventurer. 

 
2. Describe using past tense what you saw and how this made you feel ? 

 
3. Remember to Date your diary entry. 

 
4. You must include examples of the key features – slide 3. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
You must write in full sentences  to  show: 
 
Describe how you felt when you woke up. 
 
Explain one thing that you did during the day. Show your thoughts/feelings 
 
What is the plan for tomorrow? 



You see a flower.  Can  you describe it? 
 
I saw a ______ flower.  It had ______ and ____ petals. 
 
 
I put it in my bag because_______  

 

 
We ate ________ for breakfast.  It tasted ______________. 
 
It had sharp teeth, ________ and ___________. 
 
 

 
Finally, I ____________________________________. 
 
 
I hope that we will see __________ tomorrow.  
 
My hammock (bed) is very _________ because__________. 
 

If you work with Mr Davis or Mrs Kalsi Virdi for literacy support, 
please use the following format. 


