
RECALL
➢ There are sentences from openings of 

different stories. Circle adverbials and 

underline past tense verbs.

1. A long time ago, in a little town far away, there lived an old 
lady called Granny Matilda.
2. It was a bright wintery night, the stars and the moon were as 
bright as…
3. He opened the window and the wind blew right through him.
4. Fiona McDonald, who was a tall Scottish lady, was up very 
early one morning. 



LO: I KNOW HOW TO WRITE A GOOD OPENING 

OF THE STORY.

Some will even explain which of the openings they liked 

most and why.

Some will use speech in their opening.

Most will use past tense and adverbials in their opening.

All will finish the opening of the story.



GUIDED PRACTICE –

It was a bright sunny day.  Harry was strolling along the lane when suddenly 
his shadow slipped away from his feet and ran off… 

There is the first sentence of the story opening. Write 

the rest of the opening. Use past tense verbs and 

various fronted adverbials.



GUIDED PRACTICE –

It was a bright sunny day.  Harry was strolling along the lane when suddenly 
his shadow slipped away from his feet and ran off. “Hey, come back here!” 
yelled Harry.  The shadow paused and looked back.  Then it beckoned for 
Harry to follow and raced off again.  Harry set off in hot pursuit.  

ANSWER –

From your teacher:

This answer is just an example. There’s no good or 

wrong answer. As you learned in lesson 1, the 

opening should be exciting.



INTELLIGENT PRACTICE–

Complete 3 story openings. Don’t write more than 4 sentences for 
each opening. Use adverbials and past tense.

1. Mark opened the suitcase he found in his gran’s attic.  It contained a 
mirror, a compass, a map and a note saying “Please come and save us 
before it’s too late …”

2. Alexa was walking along the beach when she saw a beautiful green glass 
bottle that had been washed up on the shore.

3. Chet was excited.  He had a ticket for the big match and he was in the  
crowd hurrying towards the stadium. 



INTELLIGENT PRACTICE Complete the opening of the 
story using speech. Remember to 
punctuate it correctly.

1. “Can’t you drive a bit faster please, Mum?” said Emma.  “I’m going to be 
late for the talent show audition at this rate.”



INTELLIGENT PRACTICE
Answer

“Can’t you drive a bit faster please, Mum?” said Emma.  “I’m going to be late for 
the talent show audition at this rate.” 
“Not on these country lanes, young lady”, replied her mum sternly. Then, to 
Emma’s horror, the car’s engine coughed, stuttered and died.  
“Oh no,” said Emma.  “We’re stranded miles from the town and the talent show 
audition starts in an hour.  Mum, what are we going to do?”



INTELLIGENT PRACTICE

Look at the openings you wrote in one chilli 

and two chillies. Which of your openings 

did you like most and why?


