
English 1.6.20

LO: To consider how an author creates humour?

LO: To summarise an extract confidently.

Some will even: Recognise and reproduce a range of 
strategies for
bringing humour into a poem.
Some will: Recognise and reproduce a particular 
strategy to bring humour.
Most will: Recognise a range of strategies to bring 
humour.
All will: Respond positively to humour in poetry



Extract 1: 

Read or watch
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Extract 1
The sound of his parents arguing downstairs rumbled through 
the house, low like thunder. Charlie closed his book. He 
couldn't concentrate.
Darkness had fallen outside and the street light outside 
Charlie's window was making uncanny shadows on his bedroom 
wall.
The silhouettes of the tree branches looked a little too much 
like log clutching witches' fingers for Charlie's liking. So, 
quick as a flash, he sprang out of bed and pulled his curtains 
together.
It was there and then that it first happened.



It began with a twitching in his eye. Charlie froze to the 
spot, feeling his eyelid blink manically. His eye had twitched 
before, when he’d been tired, but this felt different 
somehow. It felt like somebody had just plugged him into a 
wall socket. The twitching spread to his other eye, and both 
eyes were blinking and twitching.
A feeling burst through the whole of his body, like he’d just 
been shot through an electrical wire, like he was the 
electricity.
Every part of his body fizzed and hummed. The fizzing and 
humming became stronger, until he felt like he was on fire, 
but a fire inside of a never-ending tube, squeezed and 
vibrating.



His skin felt extraordinary. Alive. He 
looked at his arm and, with some 
considerable alarm, saw that hair was 
sprouting out of every part of his skin.
Weirdly the room was growing larger too.

But no, Charlie realized, the room wasn’t 
growing larger – it was him who was 
shrinking!



1 Chilli task:Inference

Think about the following 

questions:

Do you think Charlie is in pain?

2 Chilli Task: Prediction

What do you think he is changing 

into?



3 Chilli Task
1.Read extract 1 again.
2.Return to the beginning of the extract and 
summarise what is happening in the text.
3.Try to write eight different phrases or clauses to 
summarise the plot.
4.Challenge yourself by using a maximum of 6 words 
for each phrase or clause.
You can choose where in the extract to pause and 
write a summary.
Here are a few examples to start you off:
•what is happening?
•eye twitching
•frozen to spot



Hot chilli question

Does this extract make you laugh?

What techniques has the author used 

to create humour?


