
Poetry by Allan Ahlberg
LO: Use summarising strategies. 

To express an opinion about poems..

Some will even: Summarise effectively picking up the key ideas. 

Some will: Include the majority of the key ideas in a summary

Most will: Will include a good amount of the ideas in a summary.

All will: Read and use decoding to help summarise parts of the 
poem.





Read or watch the video of a short extract

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr93bdm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr93bdm


Please Mrs Butler

This boy Derek Drew
Keeps copying my work, Miss.
What shall I do?

Go and sit in the hall, dear.
Go and sit in the sink.
Take your books on the roof, my lamb.
Do whatever you think.



Please Mrs Butler
This boy Derek Drew
Keeps taking my rubber, Miss.
What shall I do?

Keep it in your hand, dear.
Hide it up your vest.
Swallow it if you like, my love.
Do what you think best.



Please Mrs Butler
This boy Derek Drew
Keeps calling me rude names, Miss.
What shall I do?

Lock yourself in the cupboard, dear.
Run away to sea.
Do whatever you can, my flower.
But don’t ask me!



Task 1:What does summarising mean?.

•Recall:

Summarising means making the story or 
poem………………. 

LONGER or SHORTER



Answer: SHORTER

•The quick brown fox jumped 
over the lazy dogs.
•Becomes: A fox jumped over 
some dogs.



Task 1:You are now going to show your understanding of the poem by 
summarising what has happened using hashtags.

• For this activity, your hashtag should not be more than six words long.

• For example:

• # Who is Mrs Butler?  # Mrs Butler is the teacher.

• # How is Derek Drew Mean ?

• #Who is the copycat

• #What does Derek Drew do again

• # what happens next?

• Top tip!

• You might find it easier if you read a few sentences and then stop to write your 
hashtag.



Task 2: Read the poem Excuses by Allan Ahlberg.

• While you read, think about the question below.

• Is it the same child with lots of excuses or different 
children speaking?

• Top tip!

• Read the last line very carefully: ‘So… can we start again?’



Excuses by Allan Ahlberg

I’ve writ on the wrong page, Miss.
My pencil went all blunt.
My book was upside-down, Miss.
My book was back to front.

My margin’s gone all crooked, Miss.
I’ve smudged mine with my scarf.
I’ve rubbed a hole in the paper, Miss.
My ruler’s broke in half.



My work’s blew out the window, Miss.
My work’s fell in the bin.
The leg’s dropped off my chair, Miss.
The ceiling’s coming in.

I’ve ate a poison apple, Miss.
I’ve held a poison pen!
I think I’m being kidnapped, Miss!
So . . . can we start again?



What did you think of this poem?

•Do you think it is meant to be funny?

•How do you know?





Can you see any examples of mistakes with verbs? 
Imagine you are the teacher and correct these on the 
right. 

.

Non standard English Standard English

I’ve writ on the wrong page, 
Miss

I have written on the wrong 
page

I’ve ate a poison apple, Miss.

My work’s blew out the 

window, Miss.

My work’s fell in the bin.


