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SEPTEMBER is ATTENDANCE AWARENESS MONTH
Why is school attendance so important
Good school attendance means good progress – both socially and academically.
Please help your child to reach their full potential by ensuring they are in school all the time.

Meet Merv and
Meena Mouse 

Attendance Mice, give good advice
Be in school!

Why Attendance Matters?


Missing school may mean: -

Learning loss – missing lessons creates gaps that are hard to catch up on.
Friendship difficulties – frequent absences damage peer relationships.
Reduced social skills – teamwork, empathy, and patience can be affected.
Increased anxiety – missing school can harm mental health and confidence.
Extra workload – children must catch up on lessons while keeping up with current work.
Loss of support – children miss out on pastoral care, safety, and trusted adults in school.
Lower confidence – both academically and socially.
Fewer strong friendships – harder to build lasting bonds with peers.
Risky behaviour – poor attendance is often linked to later anti-social behaviour and crime.
Social Care involvement – persistent absence can be seen as neglect of education.
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Merv and Meena say,
Squeak, Squeak! Don’t stay away
Mice love learning every day.
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Being in school, every day, benefits your child so much. 
They make good and lasting friendships and their learning is better as they see the connections in what they learn.
Children who regularly attend make good progress academically in a school year and across their time in school.
What are the POSITIVES that pupils and families get from children attending school all the time?

· Gives regular structure and routine of school life.
· Provides a life skill and instils discipline
· Allows school to perform their duty of care in terms of checking on a child’s safety and well-being
· Builds children’s confidence both academically and socially.
· Builds strong, longer lasting, positive relationships with other children and staff
· Enables better teamwork in classes and allows classes to work together more.
· Gives parents time for work or other activities that need to be completed – creating less family stress
· Promotes children’s learning and progress so they succeed in early life, which will help them later in life


School is fun, challenging and provides many different life opportunities that children may not experience anywhere else.

                                                    
                                                    Merv says, 
                    “It just makes so much sense!”






Meena says, “Being in school, stops our children worrying.”
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Meena worries about children missing school.
She thinks children may: -
· Feel extra pressure about missed work.
· Have anxiety about returning to school.
· Worry about rebuilding friendships and relationships.
· Understand they have gaps in their learning and will need to do catch up work.

HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD TO HAVE GOOD ATTENDANCE
· Keep children at home only if genuinely ill; seek medical help if illness lasts over a week.
· Contact the doctor/pharmacy for health advice.
· Inform school immediately if your child is absent—don’t wait to be contacted.
· Prescribed medication can be given in school if your child is well enough to attend.
· No term-time holidays, weddings, or airport trips allowed.
· Family medical emergencies abroad require flight details and medical evidence—otherwise recorded as unauthorised.
· Arrange dentist/optician visits in holidays or outside school hours.
· If appointments are during school, child must attend before/after.
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