Absence from school
In our school, we aim for no days off for all children, as we believe education gives children the skills needed for their future. For this reason, absence is carefully monitored. 

                                    




If a call/message is not received, someone from the reception will be in touch EACH day.

Medical, Hospital and Dental appointments
Where possible, please try to arrange all medical appointments outside nursery hours. We know that this is not always possible but where there is a possibility, please take it.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk207287993]Why Coming to Nursery Everyday Matters
Coming to nursery every day really helps your child grow, learn, and feel confident. 
The early years, up to age five, are a time when children develop important skills that set them up for success in school and beyond.
Research shows that children who miss nursery often:
“Are likely to start school already behind their peers, particularly in their language skills and social development.”
– Charlie Taylor, Part of School Behaviour and Attendance, 2012
When children miss nursery, they not only have to learn new things but also catch up on what they’ve missed. That can be a lot of pressure for little ones!
Frequent absences can also make returning to nursery stressful, as children face the worry and upset of saying goodbye all over again. Regular attendance helps them feel secure, happy, and ready to learn—making nursery a positive experience every day.
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If your child is absent from nursery, please ring and let us know why they are absent and please do not be offended, when we ask you why they are absent.
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Merv Mouse says,
“Attendance Mice, give good advice
Be in school!”








Time Away from Nursery
We understand that sometimes families need to take a break from nursery. While the rules about extended absences don’t apply to children under statutory school age, we like to keep communication clear.
If you are planning any time away, please fill in a Nursery Withdrawal from Education form. This helps us know when to expect your child back and ensures we can support them when they return.
We kindly ask that you:
· Keep the time away as short as possible
· Share any travel details or return dates
This way, your child can continue their learning smoothly and settle back into nursery happily.
Monitoring Attendance
As we mentioned earlier, nursery and school staff carefully monitor attendance to make sure every child benefits fully from their learning.
If your child’s attendance starts to drop, a member of the nursery team will get in touch to have a friendly conversation with you. You may also receive a letter from the school’s Attendance Lead if there are concerns. This helps us meet our duty to safeguard all children.
Please also be aware that prolonged periods of absence without keeping us informed may result in your child losing their nursery place.









[image: ]
SEPTEMBER is ATTENDANCE AWARENESS MONTH
Attendance and Absence in the Nursery



This leaflet explains our rules and procedures for attendance and absence.
Coming to nursery every day, on time, gives children the best start in life. These early years are when children grow the most — in their learning, social skills, and development.

Meena, our Attendance Mouse says,
“Help us to help your child.”
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