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YEAR 3 HISTORY: BENIN BRONZES – LONG-TERM PLAN 

PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION 

If you take something without permission, is it truly yours? 

HISTORICAL QUESTION:  

Should the Benin Bronzes be returned to Nigeria? 

LONG-TERM PLAN 

Week Threshold Concept Content Knowledge Interactive Activities 

1 Investigate and 
interpret the past 

Discuss the Philosophical Question. 

What are the children’s views? 

What is the children’s opinion of 
the historical question? What 
questions do they have? What 
would they like to find out? 

Permission – the action of allowing 
someone to do a particular act 

Children to record their answers via 
writing, drawing, audio, video and then 
stored somewhere to re-discuss at 
the end of the block. 

Extension: Use drama or role-play to 
act out scenarios where someone 
influences change. 

 

2 Build an overview of 
world history 

Introduction to Benin Benin was a sophisticated 
civilisation in West Africa 
(modern-day Nigeria). 
Founded c. 900 CE, capital: Benin 
City. 

Locate Benin on a map. 
Timeline puzzle of key events. 
Watch a short video or story about 
the Oba. 

3 Understand 
chronology 

Who were the Obas? Obas were kings of Benin. 
Leadership passed through 
families. 
Oba Ewuare the Great expanded 
the kingdom. 

Role-play a council meeting with the 
Oba and chiefs. 
Design a crown or royal symbol. 

4 Build an overview of 
world history 

Daily Life in Benin Society was hierarchical. 
Clothing, housing, and trade 

Dress-up day with traditional clothing 
styles. 
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reflected status. 
Trade included ivory, pepper, and 
textiles. 

Create clay models of Benin houses. 
Barter-style classroom trading game. 

5 Investigate and 
interpret the past 

Art and the Benin Bronzes Bronzes depicted leaders, warriors, 
and events. 
Used to celebrate and record 
history. 
Made from bronze, ivory, brass. 

Handle replica artefacts or images. 
Annotate and label bronze plaques. 
Create their own “bronze” plaque using 
foil or clay. 

6 Build an overview of 
world history 

Religion and Beliefs Ancestor worship and multiple 
deities (e.g., Olokun). 
Ceremonies were central to 
leadership and community. 

Create deity masks or symbols. 
Storytelling circle about ancestor 
spirits. 

7 Understand 
chronology 

The Fall of Benin Civil wars weakened the kingdom. 
British invasion in 1897 led to 
looting of bronzes. 
Abolition of slavery further 
weakened Benin. 

Recreate a timeline of Benin’s decline. 
Debate: “Was the British invasion 
justified?” 
Freeze-frame drama of key events. 

8 Investigate and 
interpret the past 

The Benin Bronzes Today Many bronzes are still in British 
museums. 
Repatriation is a current issue. 
Raises ethical questions about 
ownership. 

Museum role-play: curator vs. activist. 
Write a persuasive letter about 
repatriation. 
Class vote: Should the bronzes be 
returned? 

9 Communicate 
historically 

Final Project Use historical vocabulary and 
knowledge. 
Present understanding of Benin and 
the bronzes. 
Reflect on the big questions. 

Group presentations or digital 
slideshows. 
Create a class museum exhibit. 
 

10 Communicate 
historically 

Reflection Reflect on the big questions. Reflective writing: “What have we 
learnt from a bad situation?” 
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APPENDIX: 

THRESHOLD CONCEPTS 

Investigate and interpret the past 
This concept involves understanding that our 
understanding of the past comes from an 
interpretation of the available evidence. 

• Use evidence to ask questions. 
• Suggest sources of evidence for historical enquiries. 
• Use one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 

accurate understanding of history. 
• Describe different accounts of a historical event. 

Build an overview of world history 
This concept involves an appreciation of the 
characteristic features of the past and an 
understanding that life is different for different 
sections of society. 

• Describe the social or religious diversity of past society. 
• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas and beliefs.  

Understand chronology 
This concept involves an understanding of how to chart 
the passing of time and how some aspects of history 
studied were happening at similar times in different 
places 

• Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 
• Use dates and terms to describe events. 

Communicate historically 
This concept involves using historical vocabulary and 
techniques to convey information about the past. 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including:  
dates, time period  

• Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills in order to communicate information about the 
past. 
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ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

• Analysis of different bronzes 
• Timeline creation 
• Vocabulary Quiz: Use key terms from the KO (e.g., Oba, artefact, repatriation). 
• Exit Tickets: Quick reflections at the end of each session (e.g., “One thing I learned today…”). 
• Hot-seating 
• Final presentation (oracy, historical communication) 
• Participation in debates and discussions 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO DEBATE 

!"# Historical Enquiry Questions 

$% Linked to the Philosophical Question 

• What is valuable to you? 
• How would you feel if something valuable was taken away from you? 
• Does something always belong to the person who made it? 

&'()*+ Linked to the Historical Question 

• Who do the Benin Bronzes belong to? Why? 
• Why do you think the British took the Benin Bronzes in 1897? 
• Why do you think some people think they should be returned to Nigeria? 

,-./-01234 Empathy and Perspective 

• What can the Benin Bronzes tell us about the people who made them? 
• How do you think they felt when the British arrived? 
• How did the British feel when they found the Bronzes? 

🎖 Values-Based (Change, Success, Fairness) 

• Why is it important to learn from historical artefacts? 
• Where should these artefacts be kept? Why? 
• What do you think would have happened if the British had talked to the Oba rather than acting? 


